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This is a ChatGPT description of views that medical residency program directors (PDs) have
about student publications in the journal Cureus, created and edited by HNM on 3/14/2026
PDs generally have mixed but often cautious views about publications in Cureus. A paper
published here is usually better than no publication, but it is typically viewed as low-

tier research output compared with established journals.

Most PDs value the experience of doing research more than the specific journal
Residency selection committees often care primarily about whether an applicant:

e participated meaningfully in research

¢ understands study design and analysis

e candiscuss the project intelligently
Thus, a publication—even in a lower-impact journal still demonstrates research exposure.
Many PDs consider “Any peer-reviewed publication > none.”
However, journal prestige still matters when comparing applicants.

How program directors typically interpret a Cureus publication
PDs may interpret Cureus publications as:

¢ Entry-level research output

e Acceptable for medical students or residents

¢ Notequivalent to publications in major specialty journals.

Situation Likely interpretation
One or two Cureus papers Fine; shows research involvement
Mostly Cureus publications Suggests difficulty publishing in stronger journals

Cureus case report
+ other research Usually acceptable

High-impact journal papers Much stronger signal of research quality

Other usefulness of Cureus publications
They can help with an application if they demonstrate:
e genuine research involvement
e collaboration with faculty
e atopicrelevant to the specialty you’re applying to
e the ability to present and defend the work during interviews.
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Utility and advantages of Cureus as a publication journal

The rapid rise of Cureus among medical students and residents is largely due to
several structural features that make publishing much easier and faster than in
traditional medical journals. Faculty often know this, which is why opinions about it
are mixed. Below are some reasons it has become popular and useful.

Very fast publication timelines

Traditional medical journals often take 6-18 months or more from submission to
publication. By contrast, Cureus often publishes within a few weeks to a few
months. For medical students applying to residency, where timelines are tight, this
speed is extremely attractive. Thus, students can present a completed publication
before submitting residency applications.

Low barriers for case reports
Many traditional journals have stopped accepting case reports or only accept very
unusual ones. Cureus actively welcomes them and common student publications
include:
e interesting but not rare clinical cases
imaging findings
small chart reviews
brief clinical observations

Minimal publication cost compared with many journals

Many open-access journals charge $2,000-$5,000 in article processing fees.
Cureus historically offered free publication options and much lower fees for faster
processing. This makes it accessible for students without grant funding.

Importantly, Cureus is indexed in major medical databases, including

e PubMed

e PubMed Central
This is crucial because residency programs usually search applicants’ publications
via PubMed. As long as a paper appears there, it is generally recognized as a
legitimate publication.



